‘p January 24, 2012

The Honorable Hollis French, Senator Mlce

Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee
Alaska State Legislature, State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Senate Bill 135, Continuances in Criminal Trials; Victims
Dear Senator French:
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Victims for Justice, | am writing to support Senate Bill 135.

Time and time again, we see continuances provided to defendants in criminal cases for reasons that
seem insufficient and sometimes disingenuous, with absolutely no consideration given to the
challenges this presents to victims in the case.

We have supported victims of violent crimes, and the surviving family members of homicide victims,
in cases where so many continuances have been granted that they caused the trial to be delayed
more than a decade. This length of delay can work to the benefit of the defendant, when witnesses
die or leave the state, memories fade, prosecutors change over and over and it becomes difficult or
impossible to win a conviction. And these delays work to the serious disadvantage of victims who
only want to see justice done, and to society in general.

We have known victims to travel hundreds or thousands of miles, and incur great expense and
inconvenience so that they may exercise their right to attend a trial or hearing, only to have the trial
or hearing continued with absolutely no consideration given as to how this impacts the victim.

We recognize that courts want to extend the benefit of the doubt to defendants, who, after all, are
the ones whose liberty is at stake. However, we feel the courts often fail to take into consideration
the rights afforded by our state Constitution to victims in these situations. Senate Bill 135 puts the
victim in the picture, and supports the judge who considers the victim when deciding whether to
grant a continuance.

This bill is a very modest change to existing statutes and court rules. It simply describes a means to
implement the requirements of our state Constitution and statutes with regard to victims. However,
in a very important way, this bill brings balance to our justice system.

The Board of Directors of Victims for Justice strongly support SB 135.

Regards,

O Sdattuven

Susan Sullivan
Executive Director
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